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(l::T Correction of Errol' in last Number.-After" Baptisms," instead
of "November 9th," read" December 9th."

OUR PARISH REGISTERS.

(CONTINUEDFROMJANUARYNUi';1BER.)

PAT1'INGHAM.

BAPTISll1s.-January 1st, Joseph Burton; 6tli, Arthur Johnson
Shrimpton, Alice Bull; 8th, Ellen Jane Robinson; 13th,
Elizabeth Emma Haynes; 27th, James Taylor.

PATSHULL.

BAPTISMs.-January 2nd, Herbert Arnott Stewart, Ec1ith Bull.

BURIAL-Janu:1rY 2nd, William Powell, aged 72 years.

DAY. NOTES FOR FEBRUARY.

2. Saturday. 'I'he Presentation of Christ in the Temple; commonly
called, The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin.

3. Fourth Sunday after Epiphany."

10. Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 1-

17. Septuagesima Sunday. I
24. Sexagesima Sunday. Saint Matthias, Apostle and Martyr.t

*Holy Communion at Pattingham and Patshull after Morning
. Service.

+ Holy Communion at Pattingham at 8t a.m.; and at Patshull
on Sunday, February 17th.

G:T Daily Prayer at Pattingham at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., and at
Patshull at 9 a.m.

There will be a Confirmation, in the. month of April, either at
Pattingham or Patshull. The day has not yet been fixed; but those
who desire to be confirmed are requested to give early notice to the
Vicar or to the Rev. J. P. O'Connor •.



OuThursday, December 27th, 1877, there was Divine Service in Patshull
Church in the Afternoon, for the purpose of solemnly inaugurating the new
Bells recently put up by Messrs. Meares, Whitechapel, Lonclon. The Patshull
and -Baisdon Divisions of the 27th Btaffordshire Rifle Corps were present,
mustering about 80 members, under the command of their Captain, the Earl of
Dartmouth. 'I'here were about 40 Visitors from Patshull House, and Clergy
from the adjoining Parishes and in the Rural Deanery of Trysull. 'I'he Rev. J.
P. O'Connor conducted the Service; the Rev. W. J. Heale, Rural Dean, Vicar
of Wombouru, read the first Lesson ; and the Rev. G. W. Woodhouse, Vicar of
!A.lbl'ighton, read the second. The Lord Bishop of the Diocese preached the
Sermon, taking for his text Isaiah Ixii. 6. "I have set watchmen upon thy
walls, a Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night."

The ~ollowing are outlines of his Lordship's sermon :-
Who are these watchmen? See Ezekiel xxxiii, 7, 8. "So thou, a son of

man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the
wicked, a wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn
the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iuiquity; but his
blood will I require at thine hand." See also verses 2-6. We must listen to
the watchman's voice, and not be like those rebellious people of Israel who would
not hear the law of tbe Lord. but" said to the seers," (Isaiah xxx. 10) "See
not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us righ t things, speak uuto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits." The Church teaches us to pray for the
ministers and stewards of the mysteries of God, that He would go-ant them
grace to prepare and make ready His way by turning the hearts of the disobedient
to the wisdom of the just; and, in the words of the Collect for John the Baptist's
Day, 'constantly to speak the truth, and boldly to rebuke vice.'-The great
motive for watchfuluess is supplied in the solemn consideruticn, " They watch
for your-souls, as they that must give account." (Heb. xiii. 17.) These are
the watchmen whose duty it is to sound an alarm in Our Churches. But there
are also watchmen of another kind. In a certain sense we may regard the
Church bells in this light. They are watchmen in the Church tower; whose
voices are heard in ths streets and lanes, reaching the ears of those who refuse
to hear the voices of God's ministers in his Churches. As the bugle sound is-
known and beard by the soldier, who understands its meaning and prepares to
obey it; so should it be with Christians when they hear the invitation of their
Parish bells. A peal of bells does away with the excuse of ignorance. Those
who never come to Church to hear the message of life, yet cannot help hearing
the Church bells; and when they disregard their sound, they are wilfully
ignorant; they are hardcnin g their consciences, and deliberately refusing the
calls of mercy. There is no getting out of the reach of tbe Church bells.

What are the warnings of these faithful watchmen in au r Church towers?
What are the lessons that the bolls sound in the stilly night? (Reference was
made to the joyous marriage bells.)--Holy marriages signify unto us the mystical
union that is betwixt Christ and his Church. " Thy wife shall be as the fruitful
vine upon the walls of thine house; Thy children like the olive branches round
about thy table." '1'hose marriage bells !·-Ho:;v feels the unhappy woman,-
happy when she wedded, when those bells rang for her and her husband,-how
feels she ilow, the wife of a drunken husband, with her children lying on a bed
of straw, half-famished and half-clad. Those marriage bens! when she heal's
them now, they remind her of her own marriage in happier and in brighter days.
She thought then that she might be happy with him: but now,-there is
nothing that she dreads more than the sound of his drunken footsteps approach.
ing the door of their miserable home.-He is hastening to his drunkard's
grave i-and all her hopes of early years are blighted by his crime. The
Bishop then addressed the men of the Corps before him, "as a father speaking
to his children," and affectionately warned them against those sins to which
they were especially exposed :-and he concluded with words to this effect :-A
year gone, that has brought us nearer to the judgment day! What have we
done that we ought not to have done? What have we left undone that we ought
to have done? The bells and the bugles give no uncertain sound. Are they
both equally obeyed ?- Shall the bugle sound, and the soldier not regard? Shall
the Ohurch- bells ring, and those who hear them pay no heed? Does the officer
summon his men in vain ?-And shall the Lord be present here in His holy
House, and we not here to meet Him?



At the close of his impressive discourse, the Bishop said r=-
"In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Be

it known to all, that I hereby solemnly dedicate the Parish Bells reeently erected
in the Tower of this Church to the glory of God and to the service of His Church."

The Bells fort~ith gave forth a joyous peal; during which the large
Congregation that had crowded the Church dispersed.

On Friday, January 4th, two Christmas trees were exhibited in the Patting-
ham Schools for the amusement of the Children, including Infants. About 240
were present, besides Sunday School Teacbers and other friends. On leaving,
all were supplied with cake; and bad, besides, the unexpected treat of a few
fire-works which were exhibited by Mr. Hastings Greenstreet .

.
On Friday evening, January 18th, The Vicar gave a Supper at the" Pigot

Arms" to the Pattingham and Patshull Bell-ringers; the latter having previously
met to consider and agree upon a set of Rules for their guidance similar to those
which have been long since adopted by the Pattingham Ringers. The Company
consisted of the Vicar, Mr. Heatley, Churchwarden of Patshull, Mr. W. Riddle,
Churchwarden of Pattingham, Mr. Arthur Greenstreet, Messrs. J. Wilson,
J. Tomkins, G. Lakin, H. Tibbs, C. Ridley, R. Bridgwood, S. Horton, T. E.
Harper, J. Poynton, D, Bacchus, and W. Horton, (of Pattingham;) and John
Salt, Stephen Charman, Samuel Hayes, John Nicklin, George Collins, William
Price, and Thomas Richards, (of Patshull.)

On Saturday, January 19th, the Children attending the Patshull Estate
Scbool, to the number of (iI', had a tea-drinking at the Drill Room, through
the kindness of the Earl and Countess of Dartmouth and the Lady Frances
Legge.

After tea, the following songs were sung :-" The Moon." "Exile from
home," "Evening," "S?eak ever gently," "Hearts of oak." These were
interspersed with recitatious given by the children :-" The wreck of the
Schooner Hesperus," by H. Sadler; "Death of little Jim," by E. F. Clincb;
"Death of Sir John Moore," by J. Buttery; "Inchcape Bell," by T. Davis;
" The Better Land," by A. Taylor.

Snap-dragon and scrambling for sweets caused great amusement. Then
followed what may be called the event of the evening. The children in their
places, and the room darkened, the curtain hiding the Christmas Tree was
drawn. The sudden glare of upwards of 300 lights and reflectors quite
astonished the children; so that, for a second or so, not a sound was heard.
They then walked round the tree; after which each received a suitable present.

A ring was next formed by the children, and a cracker placed in their
adjoining bands. At a given word, each pulled-the sudden crack, and scramble
'for the contents, caused fine fun. This concluded the evening's amusement.
Cheers were given for the Earl and Countess of Dartmouth, the Lady Frances,
the Lady Eliznbeth, the Lady Georgiana, and the other ladies who had kindly
helped to deck the tree and to contribute to tbe amusement. Each child on
leaving the room received a bun or a piece of cake and some sweets; and
returned home, having all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

On Sunday, January 20th, at the desire of the Bisbop, Collections were
made in both Churches in aid of the Diocesan General Fnnd; the principal
objects of which were stated in the last number of our Magaz'ine.

The Results were as follows - £ s. d.
At Pattingham 6 0 0
Vicar, Donation 5 0 0,

At Patshull
11 0 0

860

Total, from both Parishes £19 6 0


