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THE PARISH REGISTERS ..

(Continued from November number.)

PATTINGHAM.

BAPTISMs.-November 14th, William Billingsley, William John Chester Leeke;
21st, Albert Taylor; 28th, Harry Percy Shrimpton.

NOTES FOR DECEM~ER.
DAY.

5.-Second Sunday in Advent.'
12.-Third Sunday in Advent,']
15,17, 18.-Ember Days.
19.-Fourth Sunday in Advent.]
21.-'£uesday. Saint Thomas, Apostle and Martyr.
25.-Satnrday. CHRISTMAS DAY. *t
26.-First Sunday after Christmas. Saint Stephen, the First Martyr.t
27.-Monday. Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist.
28.-Tuesday. Holy Innocents.

'Holy Communion at Pattingham and Patshull after Morning Service.
tHoly Communion at Pattingham at 8k a.m.; and at Patshull on Sunday,

December 19th.
B'" Daily Prayer at Pattingham at 10 a.m, and 6 p.m.; and at Patshull at

9 a.m.; except when otherwise appointed. During the season of Advent, Evening
Service at Pattingham on Fridays will be at 7 o'clock, with Sermon. On Christ-
mas Day, the hours of Divine Service will be the same as on Sundays; except
that at Pattingham tho Evening Service will be nt 3 o'clock instead of at 6.

On Thursday, 30th December, a Concert will be given at the" Pigot Arms,"
l'attingham, for the benefit of the Aged Poor of the Parish. The following ladies
and gentlemen have kindly consented to take part :-Miss Hall, Miss Newham,
Miss E. Heatley, Miss A. Fendelow, Miss Crowther, The Misses Hawley, Captain
W. L. Greenstreet, R.E., Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Fendelow, Mr. Page, Mr. Preston, Mr.
Walter Wilson, Mr. Hall. Haydn's Toy Symphony will be introduced. Tickets
may be had on application to Mr. Lakin, Post Office, and Mr. Strongitharm, Pigot
Arms. Reserved Seats 2£: Second Seats Ls., Back Seats 6d.

On Sunday, November 28th, the Annual Collections were'made in Patting.
ham Church, towards the Sunday School and some of the National School
Expenses of the Parish.

The following were the sums obtained-

At Early Communion
At Morning Service
At Evening Service, including a Donation of £10

£ s. d.
016 2
5 15 3

13 2 7

Total £19 14 0



The following Extract from the Vicar's Sermon, preached on Sunday Even.

ing, may be acceptable :-

The Text was Heb. viii. 11.

"And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his

brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall kuow me, from the least to the

.grea.test. "

There are two departments of Education placed before us. There is the
secular, or worldly; and there is the religious, or spiritual. By law, we are
obliged to provide the first of these. We must provide it either by voluntary sub.
scriptions or by compulsory rating. We have wisely preferred to provide it in our
Parish by voluntary contributions, because this way of supporting our Schools is
far less expensive than the other way. And the support thus voluntarily given in
our Parish is most creditable. The only drawback is, that the Subscription List
does not show the names of mauy who ought to appear upon it. In consequence
the burden is thrown upon those only who choose to subscribe; and the fewer
these are, the more each voluntary subscriber has to pay in order to meet the
necessary annual expenses.

But it is not so much for the secular department of our National Schools
that I address you this evening. There is the religious department that claims
our attention and asks our assistance. Because you understand that we cannot
spend for religious purposes any of the money that is collected for secular educa-
tion. For instance, we cannot buy bibles, prayer-books, hymn books, and other
religious books of instruction, out of the National Daily Schools' ·Fund. The
Government authorities would soon come down upon us if we attempted any
thing of the sort, and would punish us by diminishing their Grants in proportion.
As (I suppose) most of you know, the first part of every day's Schooling is
allowed to be given to religious teaching; that is, for about three quarters of an
hour. For this teaching there are, of course, religious books required. Further,
rewards are given to those children who pass the Government Inspector's annual
examinations in Standards. Then we have our Sunday Schools, numbering
above 150 Scholars on the books. These have rewards according to the number
of marks that they obtain. And, once a year, there will be a general gathering
for a School-feast and amusements; of which a beginning was made last July.
Then there is the expense of lighting the fires and getting the Schools in readiness
for Sundays. All these things cannot be done without money; and it is towards
these objects that your help is asked to-day, And if there should be any sufficieni
sum remaining out of the collections, after these expenses have been paid for, it
will be handed to the Treasurer of the National Schools.

Now when we think how many there are who have received instruction in
our National and Sunday Schools, one would suppose that the very feeling of



Under the circumstances, you may ask, Have you any suggestions to offer?
To this question there is a ready answer. Let those who can afford to pay more
pay it willingly and thankfully, without being asked. Let them give in some pro-
portion, according to the value that they can put upon the education that they
themselves may have received, or that their children are now receiving. Let them
honestly ask, Why should others come forward kindly and liberally towards the
instruction of my children, and I myself remain satisfied with giving the vel'y
least sum that I am obliged to pay?-This is not shewing a generous spirit: this
is not shewing a spirit of true independence-the Englishman's boast.

thankfulness and gratitude for the benefits they have derived would induce them
gladly to contribute towards the necessary funds. Just consider: the education
of a child, in reading, writing, and aritbmetic, costs about seven shillings at the
most. With us, no difference of payment is made between the children of
labourers, artizans, or farmers. But does it not strike you that a difference
should be made between those who can afford to pay only a little and those
whose circumstances could enable them to pay more? Yet, then the qnestion
arises, How are we to draw the line? It will be said with truth, Many a labourer
is better off than an artizan or a mechanic. Therefore, to make distinctions of
School fees would only tend to cause dissatisfaction aud irritation; and it is an
office that tho School Committee would properly shrink from undertaking.

It is indeed gratifying to see the list of liberal voluutary subscribers; but
(as I have said before) several names are absent that ought to appear on that list ..
The burden of educational charges ought not to be thrown on so few as less than
fifty subscribers, of whom only about half-a-dozen have children at School.
The rest are 'what we call honorary subscribers, who receive no direct benefit
fhrough their contributions.

There is only one more point, with reference to our Sunday Schools, on
which I would say a' word. The thanks of all of us are due to those eleven
Teachers who kindly give their voluutary services. But we have not one male
Teacher, \'~ith the exception (of course) of Mr. O'Connor; who is obliged to be,
absent when his turn comes to take the Afternoon Service at Patshull. The
assistanie'of one or two male teachers in the Boys' School would be welcome.

After thestatement that you have now heard, which I hope has been plain
enough to be understood by all, I conclude by simply asking you to do what you
can to help towards the spiritual instruction of the lambs of Christ's flock com-
mitted to our charge. And may God bless our humble endeavours, to His glory
and to their eternal good I .


