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CORREcTION.-Inour last Number the name of "Annette
Wiley" appeared in th~ list of Burials. The entry should have been
"Annette' Walker."
The parents of the deceased lady were
well-known as residents in Pattingham, several years ago. Mr.
Benjamin Wiley presented the encaustic' tiles in the Chancel of
Pattingham Church as far back as 1844. 'I'bis is the first recorded
gift to the Church, in the time of the present Vicar. The family
were highly respected, and their removal from the parish much
regretted.
NOTES FOR MAY.
. DAY.,

1.-Tuesday. Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles and Martyrs.
3.-Ascension Day: sometimes called Holy Thursday. t
6.-Sunday after Ascension Day. *
,lit-Whitsun
Day. * t
H.-Monday in Whitsun Week.
I5.-Tuesday in Whitsun Week.
16, 18, 19.-Ember Days.
20.-Trinity Sunday. *
21.-First Sunday after Trinity. t
* Holy Communion at Patting ham and Patshull after Morning
Service.
t Holy Communion at Pattingham at half-past Eight a.m.
18" Daily Prayer at Pattingham at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. ; except
when otherwise appointed. At Patshull there will be Prayer
on Wednesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m.; except in t~e first
week of the month, when service will be held on Ascension
Day at 10 o'clock.rand not on the Wednesday preceding.
Morning Prayer at Pattingham on the la~t-named day will
be at 11.
It is understood that three Benefit Clubs will hold their Annual
Festivals at Pattingham in Whitsun Week. '

VISCOUNT LEWISHAM.

M. P.,

In the House of Commons, on Thursday, Apri12pth, on the
Affirmation Bill.
(FROMtHE LONDON"TIMES.")
VISCOUNT
LEWISHAM
said that however anxious they might
be to keep Mr. Bradlaugh out of the controversy, it was unfortunate that in whatever way they looked at the measure he wa,s
the principal figure before them. He would like to ask the Prime
Minister why, if this measure was of so much importance, and Mr.
Bradlaugh had had nothing to do with it, he took no step to alter
the Parliamentary oath before. If the measure were not of such
importance as to require to be brought in earlier, why were other
measures, admittedly of great importance, now set on one side for
it? He wished to say that the impression conveyed to the mind of
the hon. member for Poole by the words of the noble lord the Secretary for War, was the same as that conveyed to his own mind, and
. that impression was confirmed by what appeared in the report of The
Times. The noble lord was understood to state that the reason why
this Bill was not alluded to in the Royal Speech, was because it was
not usual to include any measures in the Queen's Speech which
were not considered of the greatest importance. Very scant courtesy
was shown to hon. members on that side of the House on the first
introduction of this Bill, by its being brought in without a word 9f
explanation.
But after listening to the speech of the AttorneyGeneral on the second reading of the measure, it was easy to understand why the Government said: so little. Their arguments were so
flimsy that they were anxious to postpone explanations as long as
possible, and he had no doubt that if Mr. Bradlaugh had not forced
the hand of the Government, the Bill would never have been introduced at all. (Hear, hear.) The demonstration of Mr. Bradlaugh
passed off quietly when it was notified at two meetings at which
Ministers were present that some measure was to be introduced.
Could it be doubted that the introduction of the Bill, following immediately after the demonstration, would be far more likely to give
the notion, than it was in consequence of it, than if it had been
mentionecl in the usual constitutional way in the Queen's Speech.
In this matter, as in many other matters, the Government had followed the fatal policy of concession to mob agitation. (Hear, hear.)
The Conservative party had been accused of putting a false issue
before the country. He did not say that false issues had not been.
raised, but they had not been raised by the Conservatives. One
false issue was put before the country when it was, said that the
Tories were fighting against religious freedom. What not only the
. Tories, but many more, Liberals throughout the country than the
right hon. gentleman imagined, were fighting against was the tyranny
of irreligion (cheers), which the Government was endeavouring to
force upon them. It had been said that all who took the oath without believing in a Supreme Being, violated it;. that was most regrettable, but the weak part of the present measure was the support
given to the denial of a Supreme Being. The alterations which

had been made permitting persons of various religious beliefs to
affirm seemed to him no precedent for passing a Bill to admit atheists
who believed in nothing but themselves. (A laugh.) If the Prime
Minister had any doubt of the feeling of the country on this subject,
why did he not give the country an opportunity of showing it?
(Cheers.) Hitherto the feeling of the country had only been shown
by the petitions sent in. Large as the Liberal programme was
at the last election, it was not large enough to admit an Afflrmation Bill (hear, hear), and, therefore, before the Bill passed, the
country should have an opportunity of declaring its opinions. They
had been told, he believed it was by the Home Secretary, that the
Conservative Government came in on beer, and went out"on water,
and that was to a certain extent true (loud laughter), but let hon.
members on the other side take care that as they had come in on
brag, they did not go out on Bradlaugh, (Cheers.) He should
offer every opposition in his power to this Bill.
f

PRESENTATION

TO MR. AND MISS PATSTON,
PATSHULL.

A very pleasing presentation took place on Sunday, April 15th,
in the Chapel at Patshull House, where the Sunday School is held.
Mr. Patston, who is leaving Patshull to reside in Albrighton, has
taken a great interest in the School, and has ably assisted in it, as
well as his daughter, Miss Minnie Patston. The scholars and
teachers deeply regret their leaving, and determined to give them
souvenirs of their connection with the Sunday School. A subscription was set on foot, and every scholar subscribed to the fund.'
The choice of the presents was left to the Lady Georgina Legge, and
her ladyship chose most suitable ones j to Mr. Patston a Teacher's
Bible, handsomely bound in Morocco, having the new version side
by side with the old j and to Miss Pats ton "Of the Imitation of
Christ," by 'I'homas -a Rempis. The Lady Frances Legge, in making
the presentation, said :-" We thank you very much for your kind
help. and deeply regret your leaving. We hope that you will accept
the presents for which we have all subscribed, and that they will
serve to remind you of your connection with Patshull Sunday
School." Mr. Patston, in reply, said :-No one could more deeply
regret leaving than he and his family. Had he known the amount
of pain he would have had to suffer in parting, he certainly would
have thought twice before taking such a step. He thanked the
ladies for the presents, and the children and teachers for subscribing
towards them.

