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JULY, 1884.

THE PARISH REGISTEHS.

Second Quarter ending June SOtll, 1884.

PATTINGHAM.

BAPTIsMs.-Apl'il 7th, Edith Salter, Cl.arles .Arthur Brammall :
25th, Albert Samuel Jones; 27th, Jolm Thomas Monkton;
May 19th, Elizabeth Davis; June Lst, Mary Elizabeth Peters ;
29th, Charlotte Annie French, Martha Ellen Bate.

MARRIAGE.-April 24th, George Nock and Elizabeth Ann Pace.

BURIALs.-April 5th, Ann Davis, aged 67 years; 17th, William
Sergeant, aged 31 years; 24th, Samuel Davis, aged 72 years;
Jane Clarke, aged 21 years; May 2nJ, John Bardell, aged 52
years; 6th, John Edwards, aged 54 years; 20th, Mary Davis,
aged 3 years; 24th, Samuel Davis, aged 12 years; June 16th,
Ellen Homfray, agel 8 years; 28th, Elizabeth Sargeant, aged
55 years.

PATSHULL.

BAPTISMs.-June 22nd, William Thomas Richards; 26th, Harry
Picken.

·MARRfAGE.-June 24th, James Davies and Eliza Salt ..

BURIAL..-April 26th, George Miller, aged 40 years.
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NOTES FOR .JULY.
DAYS.

6.-Fourth Sunday after Trinity. *
I3.-Fifth Sunday after Trinity. t
20.-Sixth Sunday after Trinity. t
25.-Friday. Saint James, Apostle and Martyr. Anniversary of

the re-opening of Pattingham Church in 1865, after its
Restoration. t

27.-Seventh Sunday after Trinity. +
*Holy Communion at Pattingham and Patshull after Morning
Service. tHoly Communion at Pattingbam, at 8.30 a.m.
S'" DailyPrayer at Patting-ham at J 0 a. m. and 6 p.m.

FLOWER SHOW CONCER.T.

On Tuesday, April 29th, a very successful concert was given
at the" Pigot Arms," Pattingham , under the direction of Mr. Harry
Cooper. There was no space in our last Number for any reference
to it: and now there is only room to record that, according to the
Programme, the Misses Cooper, Miss York, and Miss Riley, very
kindly took part in the entertainment. Besides these young ladies,
Mrs. J. P. O'Connor and Mrs. Uzielli gave most welcome contri-
butions; the former playing a charming concertina solo, and the
latter delighting the audience with her lovely vocal performances
which were, without ;tny disparagement to our other dear friends, the
most interesting portion of the evening's musical treat. The gentle-
men contributors were, 1\11'. ~lakemore (violin), Mr. W. B. Graves,
Mr. R. P. Hickma.n, Mr. A. Taylor (Wulfruna Minstrels). At the
close of the performance, MI'. H. Cooper, in a, short and appropriate
address, thanked the audience for their attendance, and proposed a
cordial vote of thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who had so kindly
assisted, by their vocal and instrumental contributions, towards the
general pleasure which Jj[Lc1 been experienced by them that evening.
The Natioual Antbem brought the Concert to a close at a seasonable
hour.
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DIOCESAN GENERAL FUND.

The annual collections were made aft or all the services III

Pattingham Church, on Sunday, June 29th. The early part of the
day. was wet and unsettled-which affected the size and the contri-
butions of the congregation. '1:'be following were the sums re-
ceived :-

At Early Communion

At Morning Service

At Evening Service

Since received

£ s. a.
143

2 18 2

1 16 8

o 0 11

Donation

£6 0 0

5 '0 0

£11 0 0

His with great pleasure that the Vicar gives the subjoined

notes of the Sermon preached by the Rev. W. E. Emmet, on Sunday

morning; only regretting that very many more were not present to

hear him.

Acts xx., pm·t of verS9 35.

" Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, It is

more blessed to give than to receive."

These words occur in S. Paul's farewell charge to the clergy

of Ephesus] whom he had summoned to meet him at Miletus. Tbe,
tone of the address is peculiarly solemn and pathetic, and must
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have stirred the deepest emotions of his hearers, for it was spoken

under the conviction of approaching sufferings, which might take

the form of death itself. The apostle reminds them of the faithful

discharge of his ministry; he warns them against the introduction

of false doctrines, and concludes by appealing to them, as witnesses,

that his motives and conduct had been free from all covetousness;

that so far from deriving any personal advantage by his preaching,

he had toiled to maintain himself and to provide for the necessities

of others, and had thus striven to impress upon them by his own

example the great principle of true religion, " that the strong ought

to support the weak," and the duty of " ever remembering the words

of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to

receive." vVenotice that' .he actual words are not found in any of

the Gospels; they do not profess to give an exhaustive account of all

that" Jesus said and did," but furnish us with samples and analyses,

which give LlS in condensed form the substance of our Lord's chief

addresses. Moreover I the Church being ill existence and firmly

established before the Gospels were written, the early disciples being

taught by oral instruction, it may well be, therefore, that this

particular maxim was not recorded, because already so well-known

and generally received. 'I'here is no doubt the words were spoken

by Christ on some occasion, and we 3,11feel in what harmony they

are with His teaching. His own life forms the best comment

on the words, for what was its pmpose but to exhibit the power, the

beauty, and blessedness of self-sacrificing love? He," for the joy

that was set before him, endured the Cross, despising the shame."

Although the superior blessedness of giving to that of receiving thus

bears the stamp of Divine authority, -yet it is not endorsed by the

world at large; at all events, not practicallq, however it may be in



6

theory. It is a. truth that can only be " spiritually discerned." Let

us examine some of the grounds on which the truth of the statement·

rests.

l.-N otice the blessedness ofthe recipient here implied. He re-

ceives a blessing apart from the outward gift, for an act of kindl~ess

is calculated to awaken feelings of a refining and softening nature

even in the most hardened. But in the case of the donor the noblest

and purest emotions of human nature are excited, when the heart

goes forth in sympathetic response to a suffering brother or sister;

and these feelings are confirmed when the hand is stretched out to

help. Mercy, compassion, and generosity, tend to beautify, improve,

and glorify a man's character. They expel from the soul self-looe,

which is in us all the strongest hindrance to the workings of Divine

grace. Thus, generous giving more than anything elRehelps to the

reproduction of the Divine Image within our souls, and to conform

us to the Image of God's Deal' Son. What greater blessedness is

there than to be made" like Jesus?"

2.-Theproverb-" Virtue is its owureward "-> embodies a most

important truth. Apart from the material blessings the virtuous

life imparts, there is always a well ofjoy springing up within the heart;

the sweet calm of a conscience at peace with God, which is the

purest source of happiness. It is equally true of Love giving itself

for others; not only is the character ennobled, but the soul is flooded

with the warm glow of the sunshine of God's approval; in making'

others happy, we find happiness ourselves; unselfishness, like mercy,

brings a donble blessing;

i'It droppeth as the gentle rain from Heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bless'd ;
It blesseth him that gives ana him that takes."
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Thus, generous, unselfish people are always light-hearted and cheer-

ful; they carry a sunshine with them, wherever they go; whereas,

those who isolate themselves from others and live in a world of their

own, grow discontented, morbid, and irritable. Our own experience

will tell us that our happiest moments have been when we have

yielded to some generous and noble impulse, when we have sacrificed

" self" for the good of others. ThuB," it is more blessed to give

than to receive," because it is the secret to the truest happiness.

In the Brd place, the maxim is true, because of the moral

influence a deed of unselfish love exercises. It shows the power of

true religion; it attracts the notice of the careless and worldly, and

they glorify God in the triumphs of His grace thus manifest to all.

They are thus led to seek in earnest prayer for the grace, which they

see has worked such blessed results. Nay, more; human nature is

imitative, and they are provoked to love and good works. Thus, the

influence of an unselfish life is undying ; it lives on the charities of
I

others. As man's chief end is to glorify Goel, and our Lord teaches

us " Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bring forth much fruit,"

.this consideration alone would surely convince ns "That it is more

blessed to give than to receive."

Such are a-few of the grounds on which we may verify the truth

of the text; many others might be mentioned, as, for instance, the

special reward God promises to charities done for His sake; even

" the cup of cold water, given in the name of a disciple shall not

lose its reward;" whatever we give shall be more than a thousand-

fold repaid. The final judgment will turn on this very point; whether

We have been fruitful, according to 0111' opportunities and powers,

in actions of unselfish, generous love. The poor, the ignorant, ths
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suffering, the sad, are Christ's represen tatives ; in ministering to them,

we minister to Christ Himself. " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto

one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

An opportunity is given this day of testing the truth for OUl'-

selves of this saying'; for our alms are asked on behalf of the Diocesan

Fund, which has for its main objects, the religious education of

children, the providing of the means of grace in Parishes which are

spiritually destitute, and the relief of widows and orphans of clergy,

who have been left unprovided for. We can only know the un-

speakable blessedness of" giving," by actual experience; by testing

the truth for ourselves, and by a generous response to such appeals

as these. At the same time this knowledge will be gained not only

by giving liberally on a special occasion like this; we must always

remember the words of the Lord Jesus, and in every circumstance

of daily life, in our homes, and in all our intercourse with our fellow-

men, let us all strive to follow our Blessed Lord, who" went about

doing good;" and may God grant that whenever an opportunity

is presented to us of relieving distress, of cheering the sorrowful, of'

guiding into the way of peace the steps of those who have gone

astray, of speaking a kindly word, or of doing a generous action, we

may remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, " It is

more blessed to give than to receive."


